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Mercy and Truth preſerve the King, and his Throne 
is upholden by Mercy, PROVERBS, 20. LC. 


FXx%xAHE following Doctrine is a Sentence of our 
T V mott learned Doctors, in their Commentary 
on the Sgth Pfalm, which begins with the 
TING Title of Maſchil of Etan, the Ejrahite, I 
will ſing the Mercies of the Lord for ever: Which 
Title denotes Contemplation, becauſe it treats of the 
ſame Subject as the Prophet Jeremiah, Chap. 9. But 
let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he under- 
c ſtandeth and knoweth Me.” Therefore the Pſalmiſt 
fays © I have conſidered what the Lord tells us, That 
«I am the Lord, which exerciſe Loving-Kkindneſs, 
Judgement and Righteouſneſs in the Earth, for in theſe 
„ Virtues I delight; and he that would glorify me pro- 
« perly, let it be only with the ſame.” — Medraſs 
Teelim. 


The univerſal Joy, at this prefent Time ſpread all 
over theſe Kingdoms, and that general Pleaſure the 
Inhabitants diſcover on the happy and peaceful Ac- 
ceſiion of his Majeſty King GEORGE III. to the 
Throne of his Anceſtors, calls upon us (as faithful and 
loyal Subjects) to celebrate this happy Event, with fin- 
cere Demonſtrations of Duty and Veneration, offering 
up our Prayers to Heaven, to grant him a proſperous 
Reign, and rendering the Lord our unfeigned 'Thanks 
for haying bleſſed this 1 "16s a Prince endued 2 

ſuch 


( 2) 
luch eminent Virtues, This is the Intent of the pre- 
tent Diſcourſe, made byOrder of our Wardens; but firſt 
cannot avoid expreſſing to this worthy Audience, the 
Difficulty I labour under in this arduousEnterprize, not 
knowing, what Subject to chuſe. Shall I treat on thoſe 
Virtues a King ought to practiſe, in order to govern 
well his Kingdom, what a difficult Task! how am I 
able to deſcribe a Character of ſo much Conſequence 
and Importance? If I was permitted to call to Mind 
thoſe Heroick Virtues, that mild and eeſy Adminiſtra- 
tion, ard the righteous Government of the late King, 
of bleſſed Memory, it would become much eaſier; as 
the renowned Fame of his late Majeſty, which is ſpread 
through the World, revered by his Subjects, and ac- 
knowledged by the remoteſt Nations, would furniſh 
me with ſufficient Light, whereby to f rm an agreeable 
Ditcourſe; (the bare Recital only of 1..me of his great 
and heroick Actions would caute us the greateſt Sor- 
row for the Demiſe of tuch an excellent Prince, was it 
not for the Conlideration of his Royal Succeſſor, the 
moſt worthy Heir of his Kingdoms and Virtues, who 
has already given fufficient Marks of imitating in every 
Reſpect, his magnanimous and Royal Grandfather.) 
But all this has been already jet forth in the laſt Ser- 
mon with great Truth and in a fublime Manner. The 
learned Preacher did not only lay before us the great 
and illuſtrious Atchievements of King GEORGE IL 
but alto thoſe princely Virtues of his preſent Majeſty, 
o manifeſtly ſhewn in his gracious Declaration to his 
Council; as likewiſe in his excellent Speech to both 
Houſes of Parliament; and laſtly, by his Royal Pro- 
clamation for the Encouragement of Virtue, Piety and 
| Deyotion. 
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Devotion. What remains for me to ſay, that is not 
comprehended in that excellent Sermon ? and what 
Thought can I offer that is not repeating what has been 
ſaid alrcady ? 

In the Midſt of this Dilemma I find no other Ex- 
pedient than ſeeking the Aſſiſtance of the Doctrines 
of our learned Divines, and ſhall lay the Foundation 
of my Ditcourſe on the Maxim of R. Hama, in the 
Talmud, the Tract of Sota, fol. 14, which is ſound- 
ed on thoſe Words of Moſes in Deuteronomy, ye 


ſpall walk after the Lord your God; on which 


Words the ſaid Doctor reflects! How are we to 
underſtand the Expreſſion of a Man's walking in the 
Path of God? Is not God an eternal and infinite 
Being, incomprehenſible to human Underſtanding ? 
Moft mapa © how is it pollible then to walk in 
his Ways? But the true Meaning of theſe Words 
are, to imitate God's Actions, which a Man ought to 


endeavour (as much as lies in his Power) to follow 


and obterve ; for although God is inviſible and be- 
yond our Comprehenſion, his Loving-kindneis, Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs are apparent and viſible to the 
whole World. 

It therefore conſequently follows that the greateſt 
Virtue a Man can attain to, and that which renders 
him moſt amiable, is an Imitation of God's Works, 
and as he is ſupreme Monarch, and King of Kings, 
I hope it cannot be deemed improper to relate thoſe 
Virtues with which he governs the Univerſe, which 
according to the Doctrine of our Doctors in the Sen- 
tence we began with, are Loying-kindneſs, Judg- 

| ment 
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mert and Righteouſneſs, alſo, that he will be glori- 
fed only with theſe Virtues: We mos, therefore 
venture to conclude, that thete are the chifeſt Qua- 
lities w hich form the Character of a good King, who 
is God's Subſtitute on the Earth, for there cannot be 
an Hcnour more worthy of a Prince, than his fol- 
lowing the Virtues ct his Maker. 

Tt.is ſhall be the Subject of my brief Sermon, 
which Vil corroborate with an Example cf a worthy 
and juſt King of Judah, who was conſpicuous in theſe 
Virtues, and ſhall conclude with ſhewing, in Conte- 
quence cf this Maxim, that we are bound in Duty 
to obſerve inviolably the Laws of theſe Kingdoms, 
and the Commands of his Majeſty, with the ſtricteſt 
Obedience; which Doctrine I remit to our worthy 
Wardens, whom I gratefully thank for the Honour 
of this Sermon, intreating their Attention, together 
with that of this candid Audience; and as the Good- 
neſs, Juſtice and Righteoutneſs of the Almighty have 
furniſhed me with the Subject of my Diſcourſe, V11 
implore his Divine A ſſiſtance with the Words of one 
of the beſt of Kings. 

My Help cometh from the Lord, which made 
« Heaven and Earth. 

The Worcs that follow our Text, is an excellent 
Doctrine of our moſt learned Divines, founded on the 
Words of Jeremiah, Chap. 9. Thus faith the Lord, 
let not the wiſe Man glory in his Wiſdom, neither 
let the mighty Man glory in his Might; let not 
the rich Man glory in his Riches ; but let him that 
** gloricth, glory in this, that he underſtandeth and 
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© knoweth Me, that JI am the Lord, which excrciſe 
© Loving-kindnefs, Judgment, and Righteoutneis in 
« the Earth, for in theſe Things I deliglit, ſaith the 
& Lord.” Which ſhews very plainly that neither Wil- 
dom, light ror Riches, if they are not employed 
and uſcd to that woſt worthy Erd of ſerving Ged, 
exerting them in Acts of Benevolence, Juice and 
Equity; „they do not deſerve any Praite or Eſteem, 
becaufe G d governs the Univerſe with theſe Virtus, 
and is pleat. wihcn Mankind, who are enducd with 
Fceaton and Underit:nding, imitate him in obtetving 
the feme. * For in thefe Things I delight, taith tlie 
5 L086. -: 

This X Haxim being firſt admitted as a true and in- 
Ilible ene, the Words of our Doctors, which we bee 
20 with, are very caſily underſtood, their Doctrine 
being found.d (as J before obſerved) on the deth 
kt aim, .ch be-,ims NM.iſchiI Cf £147, the Ejr ite, 
f will fins the Mercics of the Lord for ever. Thi; 
Tice of Mehl, tho one of the ten that are given 
to the Pliuns, which are well known to thoſe that are 
verled in Scripture, our learned Ancients gave a very 
F. e Explanation of, obicrving the Senſe and Meaning 
of the Word, which denotes Contemplation or Ke- 
nec ion. The Pialmiſt Etar thoaght proper to ac- 
q aint us, that before he form'd his excellent Hymn, 
e conſidered and reflected very deliberately on the 
71 
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ropereſt Attributes with which he ſhould praite his 
\zker, and finding, according to the Text of Jeremiah 
already mentioned, tiiat the beſt Contemplation ſhould 
de directed to obtirve God's wy he was inſpired 
C with 
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wich this true Maxim, and having intreated the Aſ- 
ſiftarce of a Prophetical Spirit he was enabled to relate 
the Mercies of the Almi, zhty, Lis Loving-kind ref“, 
Clemency ard God „ard Procceds farther in ſne in 
8 that as God dclizi.ts in and eftcems Lovinz-kind- 
cf tice and Kighiteoutnefe, as the chieſelt Cha- 
00 ert. ck ol trus Vutue, and as God is the mo? per- 
arc right Olterver of thete t.cavcriy Virtues on 
Faith, he will e Preitzd and glorified only with. 
farther Cotrohoration of this Principle, they 
alice in the Aiedraßt, on the lame Pace, the Authc- 
rity of {cveral Prophets, that all of them agree in the 
tame Uoctrir'e, The Prophet Oſca, in Chap. 6. cx- 
Preh 13,8, that God ciieems Penevolcnce and Loving= 
knincts beyond all Sacrifices, and the imirating God's 
Weis and divire Virtucs, above Victims offered an 
tie Altar, thoſe Ceremonics being of no Value without 
2 t:ue Senſe of the ſe excellent Virtues. * For I de- 
red Þiercy, and not Sacrifice, and the Know ledge 
4 God, more than burnt Offerings.” 
hat excellent and devout King, David, in Pſalm 
G2, piaites the Lord with the ſame Praite, glorify ing 
him with the Attribute of Merciful, as a Virtue that 
God prectites ard ef'cems: “ Alty unto thee, O 21 
belengeth Mercy,” And tho' David makes mention 
oi orc. of thutc Divine Attributes, and that in the fin- 


>-- 


gular Number, that ve may be firmly perſuaded that 


e Ought to imitate the ſame in all our Actions, as tlie 
Almighty's Bountics to us are many and innumerable, 
e Sentence concludes with feliearſing tl:cic tablime 

Ejaculations 
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Ejaculations of the eloquent Tfaiah, in Chapter 63d. 
„ will mention the Loving-icindne:cs of the Lord, 
te and the Praiſes of the Lord, according to ell that the 
“Lord hath beſtowed on us, and the great CGxyodneis 
« towards the Houſe of Tfricl, which he I2th bee 


« ftowcd on them, according to his rcigs, and a0. 
cording to the Multitude of his Lovinz-i.indncites,? 

Theile were the Motives that our Plalmift #7 be- 
Jan 1.15 Jonge \\ rh, IL lating the G odn 15 an.l Meer- 
cies of God, © ] will fins the Xlercies of the Lord 
. ever.” 


I have given a brief tho' real Expoſition to the 
Words of our learned Divines in the foregoing Sen- 
tence, which very plainly fnew us the 9. incipal Virt ass 
that form a true Hero and a worthy Prince: Let us 
then, dear Brethren, ſing all due Praifes to the Al- 
miglity on this folemn Occaſion, that we = in = 
royal Perſon of our young Monarch, King GEORC 
III. theſe tublime Virtues, which give us th 0 co 
Hopes, that his Reign will be happy and glorious, ac- 
cording to our Text, Mercy and Truth preferve the 
„King, and his Throne is upholden by Mercy.“ 

But if we would ſ-e theſe Virtues, ſo much r.com- 


mended to us, practiſed in great Perfection, by one 


of the beſt Kings that wore the Crown of Judca, let 


as give Attention to the Paſſage of Jeoſhanhar, as 
related in the 17th Chapter of the ſecond Book of 
Chronicles. , 

This worthy Prince came to the Crown on the 
Death of his Father Aſa, who had been one of the 
beit Monarchs that ever governed that Nation. — 


os And 
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Ard Tofhaphat his Son reigned in his. Stead, and 
2 1 red Limfelf againſt Iacl.“ What a Hap- 
rice it is jor a Nation, "when they have loſt a good 
King, thut his Succeſſor ſhould be an Heir to his 
Viitucs as well as to his Crown; this Judea experienced 
in thc new King, Jcoſhaphar, as a prudent and 
ECL I2fLOLS Prince, having ound his Kingdom in a 
Lou. ing Conciticn, and his Pe miniors much ex- 
tendcd 4 5 theſe gloricus Conqueſts made by his Fa- 
ther Ala, in the jaſt War he had been engaged in, 
took the n. oſt prudent Meaſures to preſerve the fan: b. 
by placing bis Army in all the ſtrong Cities of E 's 
Leminicns, chung wite Governcis, "and appointing 
Carriſons in them, as alto in the conqucicd Places, 
that were gaincd by his victorious Father, © And * 
placed Forces in all the ſenced Citics of Judah, and 
«* ict Garritors in the Land of Judai;, and in tie Citics 
cf Ephraim, which Ala his Father lad gained,” 
Ard as all lis Uipofitions were founded on Jultice 
and -.quity , the Atmighty bleſſed them with Succeis, 
and all the iro Com had the greateſt Love and Eftcem 
ter their worthy Prince; 10 he eſtabliſhed himielf 
. ly in his Throne, rcigning in the Hearts of his 

Subj.c „ ho furplicd him with great Suns, infomuch 
that 3 in a ſacrt ime he became a very powerful and 
rich Monarch. And the Lord was with Jcoſhaphar, 
because he waiked in the firſt Ways of his Father 
© Biyid, Ec. Therefore the Lord eftabliſhed the 
Kin dcm in his Hand, and all Judah brought 
to Jcolhapliat Pieſents, and he had Riches and 
* Horour in Alundance,” 


The 
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The Piety and Virtue of this excellent Prince was 
o conſtant and firm, that with all his Profperity he 
advanced every Day more in the Fear of Cod, and in 
initating his divine Virtues, ©* And his Heart was 
&« lift up in the Ways of the Lord.” Sc. And being 
deſirous that his Subjects ſhould follow his Example, 
he commanded the moſt learned Prieſts and Levites to 
{orcad themſel ves throughout his Kingdom, and teach 
bis people the Laws of God, who executed his Charge 
with great Punctuality, for nothing gives greater Ef- 
fe& to the Zcal and Loyalty of good Miniſters, than 
the Virtuous Example of their Prince.“ And they 
« taught in Judah, and had the Rook of the Law of 
« the Lord with them, and went about tlwo.1ghout 
all the Cities of Judah, and taught the Pcopie.” 

This great Prince, as a Father of his People, took 
all the Mcatures, and tceked all the propcrett Mans 
of benefiting his Subjects both in a religious and po- 
litical Light, for he built Caſtles and Forts, and made 
ſeveral Works in his Kingdom, that conduced to inrich 
his People, and increate the Number of his Subjects. 
And Jcoſhaphat waxed great exccedingly, and he 
ee built in Judah Caſtles and Cities of Store; and he had 
t much Buſineis in the Cities of Judah.“ Ge. 

But the Superiority of his juſt Adminiſtration ap- 
peared in the Choice he made of upright Judges, Men 
of Valour and Equity, to adminiſter Juſtice throughout 
his Kingdom with Impartiality and Righteouinets, 
« And he ſet Judges in the Land throuzhour all the 
e fenced Cities of Judah, City by City.” One of 
the moſt ſhining Parts of th great Prince's Character 

is 
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is the Charge he gave to his Judges: Confer Nſaid 
he) in what ? Hanner you dicherse vour great Truſt, 
bew are how you do your Duty; know then that 
voor Sentences does not concern Min only but the 
| [oncur of Gcd is inter woven therein, W. o, as jupreme 
Judge ard a righ'ecvs God, will cali you to an Ac- 
court for your P. :cCcedin?s, and the : ticulur Encs 
that CicQ your Ucterminations. And he laid to 
* the - Jt des, take hecd what ye co, fer ye judge 
« nct jor Nan, but lor the Lord, who is with 10 
ein the 1. gment.“ 

Arm vyourtelves (proceeds this wit: and righteous 
King) wit! tlic Fear of God, let hin alone be your 
Eucctor,, jor though you may deceive me in making 
a MO g Reprelentai ion of T hings, you cannot do 10 
with 1etpect to that Omnipotcnt and Eternal Lord, 
who does not ſuffer Injuſtice, reſpect Perions, or 
admit Rewards, * Whereiore now kt the Fear ct 
** God be upon you, take heed and do it; for there 
«is ro Iniquity with the Lord our God, nor Retpect 
of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts.“ 


This is a {mall Sketch of the Character of tl. is 
pious and magnatimous Jccſhaphat; with theſe Virtucs 
he governed his Kngdcin with Glory, Eſteem and 
Renou n. In the Couiſe of his Keign he oFtained 
very gicat and ſingular Victories over his Encmies, 
the Moabites and Ammenites, with whom he was at 
War; he fought his Battles with Forces inferior to 
his Ad verlaries in Number, but much ſupcrior to 
them in Virtue; his Soldiers fought under the Banner 


of 
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of their King, who only aimed at preſcrving his and 
their Rights, who always led them through the Paths 
of Picty and Goodnets, and uſed to animite them 
vith theſe Motives, encouraging them to put their 
Truit in God, to have no Fear but that of aften ling him, 
and to have due Retpeet and Veneration to his Pro- 
phets, as thete would be the molt eff. tual Mears of 
overcoming their Enemies. Jeothaphat ſt5:d and 
* He ur me, O ſudſih, and ye Inhabitints of 
” 3 lem, helle ve in the Lord your God, to fall 

ye be eftabliſhed; believe his Prophets, fo ſhall 
ye rrofner.” 

He concluded the War with happy Succels, and 
returned triumphant to his Capital, loaded wit!1 
Riches and Honour, which he afterwards enjoy'd 
amidit the Sweetneſs of Peace and Tranquillity, for 
the Nations that were his Neighbours ſeared him, 
as they faw he was protected by God, wh detended 
him from the Power of his Enemies. And the Fear 
* of God was on all the Kingdoms of thoie Countries, 
*© when they had heard that the Lord fought again'z 
* the Enemies of Iſracl; fo the Realm of Teoſhaphar 
« was quick, for his God gave him Reſt round about.“ 

Thcte are the Fruits that a King, who is merciful, 
jaft and righteous, reaps, eſtabliſhing his Throne with 
FUE; and his Dominion with Security and 
Strength. * Mercy and Truth preſerve the King, 


8 and his Throne is upholden by Mercy.” 


Let us now examine and compare tle Similitude 
and Likenets there is between our excellent King 
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(whom Gop preſerve) and this pious Jeoſhaphat, as 
his \tajeſty, in the ſhort Time fince he began his Reign, 
has ſhewn linitelf to be an exact Reſemblance of the 
glorious Prince of Judah. If this Monarch was Heir 
to his worthy Father Ala, who reigned in Judah ma- 
ny Yeas with Glory and Renown, his preſent Majeſty 
in the f1me Manner tucceeded his Royal Grandſather, 
of blefied Memcry, who wore the Crown of theſe 
Reains vith the moſt diftinguiſhed Virtue, Clemency 
aid Juflice, employing tle Advantage of his long 
Reign, in precuing the true Happineis of his Subjects. 

Jcoſhaphat, having found the Kingdom in a proſpe- 
Tous Situation, took immediately all the neceliary 
Mea wes for the Defence of his Dominions, and the Pre- 
{c1yation of his Conqueſts. And our moſt worthy and 
illuſtrious Prince aicended the Throne in a happy Time, 
when the Britiſh Name hath arrived to the higheſt 
Pitch of Glory through the whole Globe, ard when 
the Commerce of thete Kingdoms is riſen to the greateſt 
Summit ever known; the Effects of thote great and 
prodigious Progreſſes the Arms of this Crown have 
made in the Coute of the preſent War: Theretore 
his Majeſty, like a tecond Jeoſhaphat, declared his 
Royal Intention of continuing this juſt War, taking 
all the proper and prudent Precautions to protecute the 
lame, till he has obtained a laſting and cquitable Peace. 

If Judati's King did in a little Time gain the Love 
of his Subjects, by his Clemency and Goodnets, which 
made ti:cm all contribute towards rendering him a 
nughty Monarch, never did any Britiſh Prince enter 
cn thc Government of thete Kingdoms with ſo great 


an | 
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an Applauſe, and ſuch a general Joy, as liis preſent 
Majeſty ; which appears by the Concurrence of the 
whole Nation in their publick and repeated Acclama- 
tions, u herein they exprets the moit endearing Terms 
of Loyalty, Love and Efecm, as they are conicious 
of thoſe Virtues, that encircle his Royal Perton; on 
which ſure Hopes they off. r him the greateſt Supplies 
necefſury for the Continuation of the War, and pre- 
ſerving the Dignity of his Crown. 

And laſtly, if Jeoſhaphat, careful of preſerving true 
Picty, did employ his Care in increaſing the Obvtcr- 
yance of the Divine Laws, ordering the ſime to be 
taught throughout his Kingdom; fo our King, though 
in the Prime of his Lite, has ſhewn the like Viitue 
with grew Luſtre, in commanding all his Suby-&s to 
ſupprels the Exceſſes of the pretent Vices, recommend- 
ing them to live with Sobriety, Moderation and xlo- 
deſty, having declared in his Royal Proclamation, that 
only tlioſe that behave in ſuch a Manner ſhall merit 
his Confidence and Favour. 

Let us then c nelude this Parallel with praifing the 
Lord, for having granted us 1uch a worthy King, let 
us repeat what was aid on a ſimilar Occaſion for King 
Solomon, B'eſſzd be the Lord this Day, which hath 
given unto David a wiſe Son over this great People.“ 
And we can alio ſay, Bleſſed be that great and good 
God, that hath given to his Servant, our late Sovereign 
King GEORGE II. ſo wiſe and virtuous a Succeſſor, 
to govern this happy and great Nation: And fince 
he is ſo much like Jeoſhaphat in Witdom, Juſtice and 
Equity, we may very well hope and promite ourſel ves 

E his 
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his Majeſty will have the ſame Succeſs, and terminate 
this War w ith the ſame Glory and Happinels, r. ſtoring 
[.i> Sul 3.As to the wiſhed-for Peace, and then reign 
long with the like Quictnets an 5 Tranquillitv, as a juſt 
Reward of his Goodnets. ©& fercy and Truth 
& erve the King, and his Thins is upholden by 
66 KY Icy. mY 

The Conſiderat ion of his Majzfy's heroic Virtre:, 
is the greateſt and moic powerful Motive to incitèe 113 
to an cxact ard punctual Obedience to his Laws ard 
C mmancs with Lovealty and Reactnets, I believe 
mau venture to aſſert, that the liraclites have al- 
ways been (fr the molt part) very loyal Subpats to 
their Sovercians throughout their Vitperſion :; and 
indeed that ſacred Law we Pprofels, recommends to us 

juſt Duty with tuch Strength, that we cannot 

dave any Diſloyalty without greatly difobeying God 
bh mic, acomging to his Commands revealed ro us 
by | is Pionhets: And here ict us obterve Solomon's 
rds, in the 24th Chapter of fis moſt excellent 
Bit veibs: + My Son fear thou the Lord and the 


keit 2, meddle not With them that are given to 
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Tis ſnort and compendious Sentence ſhews 


Vciy riiniv, that next to tle Fear of God fulloss 
that of - the Kivg „gte Laus and Commands muſt 
be oroyed, Will) all Vit in nets and Refigination, when 
tiivy aic not repugnant tio Gou's Laws: which tiue 
Nt2x:nm the Sacred n tœaclies us in that notable 
tiilace of the thirce yourz sien, Hananya, Milnzel 
and Azariah, who were . 55 Iliaelitcs, led Captives 
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to Babylon, and named by the Chaldeans Shadrach, fe- 
ſach and Abednego; they were trained and educated in 
the Palace of King Nebuchadnezzar, whom they terved 
very faithfully in thoſe Charges he committed to their 
Care, having been always very attentive to the Honour 
of their King, and obedient to his Will, till le, as an 
in pious Idolatcr, erected in the Plains of Dura the 
Golien Image, and con manded all his Subjects, that 
when they heard the Sou:d of the mulical Inſtru- 
me:itz the, fhoud proitrate themſelees, and Nay 
adora ion to the tame; and that Who ver trantzrelicd 
the Royal Order thouid be ca into the hery Furnace, 
tint vis burning for that Purrofe; ail witch being, 
confi eted by theſe young Mien, — that if they 
obeyed the King upon this Occaiton, they ſhout 
break the firit Commandment of the Deca ogue, and 
therchy violate the whole Law cf the Almighty 
committing tlie greatelt and moſt icinous Offence 
that could poilibly be, they rctolyed therefore to cx- 
p21 themſelves to Human Indignation, rather than 
qv the Divine Anger. Accordingly, on their be- 

g accuted to Nebuchadnezzar as ditobedient to his 
* al Edict, he himielf laid the Charge againſt them, 
mterrogating them wlisther tliey bad « Ln to negiccc 
his Cu imzads; that yet they had Tiine to pre veiit 
being p mithed, by proſtrating themicives in his Pre- 
ienc: belore the Image, but if they perſiſted 11 their 
OQuitinacy, they mould be immediately caſt into tlic 
Flames, concluding very impiouſly, what Power is 
there that can deliver you from my Hards? To this 
the conſtant and heroic young Men anſwered, we 
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{tall not heſitate, King Nebuchadnezzar, to give you 
any other Antwer than this, The true God, whom 
we adore, as omnipotent and fupreme Lerd, can, if 
he thinks proper, tave us from the Fire you threaten 
us with, as C:cator of the Unive:ſe, ard Author of 
the Elements; but let the Almighty's Will be done, 
as he thinks fit, for we ſhall remain fixed to our 
Law, which will not ſuffer us to acknowledge 
that D. ity you imp«te open us, nor can we ſhcw 
any Adoration to the Image you have ereGied, 
& Shadrach, Meſach, and Abednego, anſwered and 
* ſaid to the King, O Nebuchadrezzar, we are not 
care ful to anſwer thee in this Matter: If it be fo, 
« cur Gcd whom we ſerve is able to deliver us out of 
« your Hand, O King; but if not, be it Known unto 
« thce, O King, that we will not irve thy Gods, nor 
« worſhip the Golden Image which thou haft tet up.“ 
Tizxcte Words plainly ſhew that tlieir having denied 
Obedience to tle King, did not proceed from any Ma- 
lice or Diſreſpect; for to manifeſt their Meaning they 
intitle him King, and call lim by his f:mple Name, 
N cbuchadrezzar, as much as to lay, we venerate you 
as our King, and ſtill conſider you as a Man; if as 
cur Sovereign you ſhould order us any thing that is 
not contrary to the Allegiarce we owe to our Supreme 
Kirg, you ſhall find us ready and willing to exccute 
y cur Commands, but if you ayail yourſelf of the Power 
veſted in you to make us apoſtatize from the Obedi- 
ence of our eternal Cod, then we muſt conſider you 
only as Nebuchadnezzar, a poor mitcrable and periſh- 
able Acital; ve look upon ycu as a Worm or Inte ct, 
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ray even nothing in regard to that Omnipotent, In- 
finite and Supreme Being, who gave us Liſe, and by 
whoſe Mercy and Goodnets we exiſt, whoſe holy Name 
vic are ready to ſanctity at the Experce of cur Life, 
* nich we with all Fefizraticn offer him on the 
tar of our Zeal and Pict y. That this was the Idca 
of theſe virtuous and religious Men, our Larmed Di- 
vines elucidate in the A'caraſs on tic Comment of the 
Bock of Eccleſiaſtes, Chapter 8th; where tiiat wite 
and inſpired Preacher t2ys, ** 1 countl thee to keith 
© the King's Commandment, and that in regard of the 
© Oath cf God,” which Sentence is of itſelſ a very Cari 
one, as the End has no Connection with the Begin- 
ing for what has the Oath of God to do with the 
King's Ccmmindment? Alſo what Oath dees this 
Text mean? But the aforctaid Doctors have explain'd 
this Tex: very clegantly, applying it to our pretent 
Purpote of thefe three young Men, who they ſuppole 
antwered Nebuchadnezzar in this Manner, All 
« Xanner of Decrees and Commands you may enjoin 
c us, thouz'i: they ſhould be Impoſts, Taxes or 
2 Contributions, Mall be by us very ſtrictly comply'd 
„ with; but as to any Thing that is contrary and re- 
+ pagnant to the Oath whercin we arc bound toour God 
© on the Mount of Synay, of not offending his tovercign 
« Deity with the heinous Sin of Idolatry, in that Cue 
© we cannot obey you.” This Thought gives a fine 
Expoſition to the Text of Eccleſiaſtes, © I counſel thee 
8 4 kecp inviolably the King's Commandment, have 
« always a due Attention and Readineſs to the Orders 
* of your Sovereign, but that in regard to the Oath 
made to God,” that is, when they are not oppoſite 
and 
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and contrary to the Allegiance due to his Divine Na- 
jciiv, which you are bound to by a very great and ſo- 
Inn Ouh. The Remainder of this notable Paſſage 
is 10 Mell Known, 48 TT Lewile the Miracle the Lord 
„ion ht on the Oceiſion, t!:27 1 ont mentioning ir. 
From what I have ſad, it appears very Ciearly . 
a plain ard infallible ©Corntuquence how great and ftrig 
our Rega u ounht to be to the Laus of the Land, und 
the Proclomativrs and other Coꝶ mands of his Majcity, 
jor it thete worthy and loyal Hraclites exprets an im- 
plicit Obedience to N. buchadnezzar, who was (tho' 
a King) an impiovs Idolater ard a cruel Tyrant, tha: 
Cettroycd the Holy Temple, and with vain and v Acked 
Arrogance Gbliged his Vaſſals to worſhip his Image es 
a Deity, and they only refuted their Compliance in tlie 
nt of Idolatty, in what Degice ſhould our Loy- 
ality and Obedience be to thote excellent Laws of theſe 
Kingdoms, which are in themſelves to juſt and equitable, 
being cflabliſhed on the moit firm and happy Conſti- 
tut on in the known World! how great muſt cur Re— 
itpect and Vencration be to ti e Royal Edicts of our gra- 
cicus Ning, who rules his Kingdoms with to much Cle- 
mency and Coodneſs, where we (in Virtue ther-of) 
1e toe free Exeiciie cf cor Religion ard Liberty of 
Centcience ! 
To cnlarge any farther, wculd be to ſhew in Woids 
vehat ous t to be cene in Pcecs, fol ſhall only tay that 
a Monarch as his Majelty is, who maketh Mercy, Fui- 
tice ard Equity the Pillars of his Government, and the 
c:+itoft Guarcs of his Royal Perton, may depen that 
is I hrone will be eſtabliſhed with the gicateſt Firm— 
nels, and his Authority rctpeRted and re vered by all 
His 
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his Subjects with due Loyalty, Love and Eftecm, 
« Mercy and Truth preſerve the King, and his Throne 
is upholden by Mercy“ 

But I have ſtill a Word more to add, that it ſhoutd 
be cur Care to contribute all in our Power towards 
tue Quietnels, Perce and Benefit of thete Kingdoms, 
by endeavouring as much as we can to behave like 
2000 and faithful Ira: lites, obſerving with ſtrianet> 
tie Commands of the Lord, treading in the Paths of 
Virtue and Morality, which our ho'y Law in{lruds 
us to follow. and make it the continuz! Subject of ont 
wb for the Pieſervation and Proſperity of his moti 

icred ?Aajeſty, and the Welfare and Glory cl his Do- 
ee which is an cflential Part of cur Duty, as the 
holy Prophet Jeremiah recommends to us in the Nam: 
of God, in the 29th Chapter.“ And ſeek the Peace 
* of the City whither I — cauſed you to be carried 
« away Captives, and pray unto the Lord for it, tor 
e in the Peace thereof ſhall ye haye Peace.” 


Merciful God, and Eternal Father, who diſtributeſt 
Greatneis to Kir gs, and Lominions to Monarchs, be 
pleated cut of your divine Goodrets to accept the hum- 
ble Supplicatiors and fircere Prayers of your People, 
u ho as faithful Subjects cf your Royal Servant, our 
Soyc:cign I o:d King GEORGE, clint this ſmall 
Tribute of om Duty as an Acknowledgement of our 
Gratitude and Loyalty. 

Vouch1a'e, Q Lord, to favour our magnanimcus King, 
with your Grace, and to fave and defend his tacred 
Perion irom all Dangers and Pcrils; may his Royal 
F:cad be crowned with thy auſpicious Protection, and 
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his Throne exalted with Trophies of Mercy, Juſtice 
and Equity. Iofpire him with the true Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom, Underſtanding, and thy Divine Fear. Aſſiſt and 
be caclent in his Councils, that the Diſpoſitions of his 
moſt worthy and ſaithſul Miniſters may always be di- 
rected to his Majeſty's Glory, and the Preſervation and 
Incrcate of theſe Kingdoms. Continue your immediate 
Protection on his heroical Arms by Sea and Land, that 
they may obtain Victory over his Enemies, whereby in. 
a mort Time they may be reduced to Terms of Reaſon 
and Jultice, to that our Monarch may conclude this War 
with a firm and laſting Peace. | 

Eleis, O Lord, the virtuous Youth of His NIajeſty 
with Strength, Health and Proſpcrity, that his Reign 
may be long and happy, that he may with Satisſac- 
tion and Tranquil lity arrive to an advanced old Age. 
May her Royal Higlhnets, the Princeſs Dowager " 
Walcs, with all the other Branches of that auguſt 
Family, be Partakers of His Majeliy's Glory, and 
may the Poſſeſſion of the Crown of tlleſe Realms be 
perpetuated in his Majeſty's Deſcendants, till the 
Arprc ac}: of that happy Time, when all the Univerſe 
ſhall live Unanimous in thy divine Fear and Adoration, 
when a gc neral Peace and Tranquillity ſhall be ſpread 
through the World, and all the Calamities and Deſola- 
tions cf War ſhall ceaſe; as the Prophet Iſaiah foretells 
in Chepter tecond, © And they ſhall beat their Swords 
into Plow bares, an d their Spears into Pruning-hooks; 
« Nation ſhall not lift up Sword againſt Nation neither 
„ ſhall they learn War any more.” All which, O 
Lord, we beſeech thee to grant. Amer. 
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